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The Power of Disruption
Jessica FitzPatrick, PhD - Head of School

 
 Over the past three years the teachers and I have focused our 
research on teaching and assessing 21st Century skills and what supports 
need to be in place to make this happen.  A focus on 21st Century skills 
seems even more important in light of both the current situation and the 
challenges ahead. COVID turned the world upside-down and created the 
context where we are increasingly analyzing how people (and groups 
of people) are able to respond, adapt, be resilient, be creative, and be 
collaborative when they are permitted to use their full capabilities. The 
importance of realizing these skills is now urgent because problem solving, 
creativity and imagining 
new and different 
possibilities is vital to 
addressing the current 
challenges. Even more 
important is liberating 
groups of educators to 
come together to create 
a better world. The 
research process the 
teachers and I engaged 
in over the past three 
years, how practitioner researchers engaged in reflective practice together, 
has much to contribute to the current conversation on educational change. 
It can be viewed as an approach for teachers to engage with for solving 
some of our current dilemma. 

 The pandemic has upset the proverbial apple cart, confounding prior 
policies, yet as the Head of School I have grasped this opportunity to reset 
things in a new vision of school and learning. When will we ever have this 
opportunity again? It is a way to let go of ‘the way things are done’ and 
embrace more idealistic approaches. During this year of constant change, 
uncertainty, and disruption we could have crumbled under the pressure. 
Instead, we grew stronger as a community. The first three months of the 
pandemic were the hardest, when we were not meeting together and had 
yet to make a plan to visualize the new school year, if indeed there was to 
be one. 
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Clear Spring teachers at their PLD session with Jessica
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“Education is not 
preparation for life; 
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itself.”
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 As we came back to school, we made sure that we met regularly to discuss the challenges 
and give support to each other during the uncertainty. This moment allowed us to pick up the 
apples (from the proverbial apple cart) and place them in new locations; to rebuild the cart or 
discard it entirely and build a new structure, discarding the elements that were not serving 
our purposes.  We gave ourselves that necessary time. The sudden disruption of the national 
school systems has given urgency to the need for creative solutions, since there is no “All wise, 
all knowing” head to provide answers. The research we did together allowed this group of 
teachers the time and space to strategize new outcomes and possibilities. Now we are enjoying the 
consequences of this research in a COVID world, reaping the benefits, and seeing first-hand the 
capability of staff. Here available for our needs is the social capital of the relationships that were 
developed through our research process that are allowing the school to be resilient in the face of 
adversity. We have empowered the staff to work together and take ownership of “their school” 
with a recognition that their task is a never-ending project.  To meet students where they are is of 
even more importance as we emerge from the year of COVID and the disruption to the normal 
ways of life. As we build back our daily schedule, we are choosing the things that work, and letting 
go of old ways that no longer serve us. As a school we are stronger, as a community we are more 
connected and as an educational center we have chosen to focus our programming on the students 
we have rather than the fears we carry. Today life as Clear Spring looks different than it did before, 
it is more hands-on, more hearts-engaged and more educational. This last year has allowed us to 
ask bigger questions, if we could design school the way we wanted, what would it look like?

Jessica FitzPatrick, PhD

This year's classroom connections shared the real and the virtual world.  Our teachers were able to meet 
classes outdoors through most of the fall with the increased outdoor programming including the bee and 
vegetable garden and the geology block.  When winter came so did virtual learning with Clear Spring 
teachers delivering content and projects online.  Doug Stowe provided take home kits from the woodshop 
and for those students that continued to attend in person they were able to interact with classmates via 
Zoom.  Teachers did a great job keeping students on track.  Looking back, it was a difficult but amazing 
year.  Here are some highlights from the 
classrooms. 

Charla’s Pre-Primary students visited the 
garden to harvest okra and dug potatoes to 
share for thanksgiving. They will be doing 
more dirt work and prepping for early 
spring plantings and continuing our school 
wide theme of Growing. Rainbow group 
worked on writing their name and the date 
using numbers. This is a real-world lesson 
involving numbers, but not numbers sense. 

     2 Pre-primary students with Charla at the Rainbow garden
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Charla's group also assembled rainsticks and sparkle catchers for our gift to take home.  Spring 
studies included planting seeds and potatoes as well as the sounds of letters. From rockets, rocks, 
rainbows, rain...there was something for everyone.

Rigdon’s classroom had a fun filled time in the fall with units 
on the world we live in and our place in the world. We began 
with the Milky Way Galaxy and made our way to our little 
town of Eureka Springs. We spent time with Beth in the Bee 
Garden planting cold weather plants and asparagus and 
finished up with Dynamite Dinosaur unit and students got 
to do a Dinosaur Dig created by students in Chris’s class. The 
spring included a economics unit. Where students had fun 
learning about wants vs. needs, supply and demand and being 
responsible for paying our obligations. They also worked on an 
art project with Shilah that was in the Earth Day exhibition Fragile at Brews and are doing Bee & 

Garden art for the next art show at Gotahold.  

Ginny’s class did a  unit on Native American 
folklore and built forts with wood debris 
between class studies.  They also kept a daily 
weather log, and will be studying altitude and 
types of clouds.  Ginny took over the virtual 
school in the spring and worked on science 
and Nature at Night, examining the eyes, 
astronomy, animal adaptations, and natural 
lighting.  This spring they have been hiking 
at Lake 

Leatherwood and doing some tree identification projects.

Chris’s classroom (middle school) started off the year with a 
two-week health class led by the wonderful Victoria Canter. 
Students (and staff) discovered how we can maintain our 
mental health which is pivotal during these trying times. We 
learned proper dental care, breathing exercises as well as how 
to keep a healthy mind. We then moved into our Geology 
block taught by returning teacher, Juanita Crider. During our 
geology block, students were able to go on their only field trip 
of the semester to the wonderful rock labyrinth at Four Wings 
Studio. This spring Chris has had the students out on several 
hikes around campus and in Eureka Springs.

Heather’s math classes covered a variety of Algebra concepts 
and worked virtually doing math using Kahn Academy.  
Students have also examined a variety of math concepts 
which they are learning to apply to the world around them. 3

Upper elementary students checking on their tree identification hike with Ginny

Lower elementary students with their dino discovery

Middle school students on a recent hike in Eureka with Chris
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In the spring Heather also taught a music appreciation 
block where students studied sound and sound waves and 
did an integrated art project about their findings.  Heather 
is now working on some musical numbers for the student 
performance at the end of the semester at Gotahold. 

Sam’s upper school 
students studied 
Environmental Ethics 
that complimented the 
Geology Block offered 
by Juanita Crider in the fall.  Students collected and 
studied native rocks and land use issues.  Spring was all 
about US History, the Enlightenment and the ideas that 
spurred the American Revolution and why Europeans 
immigrated to America. Sam is finishing the spring 
semester with Psychology block. We will investigate the 

essential question: "Who are you and why are you the way that you are?” This segment will 
cover the early development of the field of psychology and the various theories that have shaped 
psychology. 

Specialty Classes were very active outdoors this 
year.  Juanita’s Geology Block with the upper 
school worked on map skill activities using 
Geological and Mineral Maps of Arkansas. Students 
collected and identified minerals, sedimentary, 
igneous, and metamorphic rocks and made 
collection boxes in woodshop. In the spring Juanita 
continued the geology studies, ending their weather 
and climate unit with the essential question, “How 
do we directly affect our environment?”    

Bethany’s Bee & Garden classes have 
introduced the students to a variety of 
activities that are needed to keep the plants 
and bees happy.  They are learning about 
how the bees pollinate the plants, what 
kinds of plants that are needed to help them 
stay healthy and all of the grades worked 
throughout the fall building and planting the 
garden beds. Spring has been a very active 
time in the garden, with feeding worms and 
harvesting worm castings to feed to our 
garden, and harvesting root vegetables and  
herbs to bring home.

Classroom Connections Continued . . .

Lower elementary students working in the garden
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Upper school students identifying rocks with Juanita

Heather with upper school students collecting rocks

Sam with upper school students studying Philosophy
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They studied how effective aerobic composting works to 
complete our closed livestock/decomposition/food production 
cycle. In addition, we have split a hive and students are learning 
about how that works and are getting a look at the new queen. 
Both the older kids and the younger kids have a chance to suit up 
and see the progress their bees have made since they last worked 
hives.  

Spring has brought 
back Mark Hughes 
and his sewing 
classes.  Students 
have been working 
on fun projects to 
get them familiar on the machines again including a 
bean bag toss game and some nine block quilt blocks.  
We are very excited to see what they start working 
on 
next! 

Doug Stowe's Woodshop classes were held virtually 
last fall with wonderful project kits that the students 
were able to pick up and work on at home.  Doug 
would Zoom with the various classes to show them 
how to finish the projects and it was a great arts 
component to our virtual school.  This spring he is 
back on campus and students are making all kinds 
of projects from wooden spoons to surprise items 
for the upcoming student auction.  Shilah has been working with Doug as 
an assistant in the woodshop as well as teaching art classes.  She has made 

projects for the Crescent Christmas tree, 
the Fragile Exhibition for Earth Day at 
Brews and is now working on pieces 
for the upcoming student art show at 
Gotahold in June.

Victoria offered some health and 
wellness classes in the fall which 
included self-care and yoga sessions to 
help students manage the stress of the 

pandemic. She also helped Charla with 
the pre-primary students in the mornings.

The whole school celebrated Earth Day this year by hosting a Trashathon.  Students, teachers, staff 
and parents picked up trash at several locations around town keeping our city beautiful.

Classroom Connections Continued . . .

Victoria with pre-primary student making rainsticks

Upper school students working on their bean bag projects with Mark

Upper elementary Students checking on the bees 

Doug Stowe, Shilah and the Upper 
school in the woodshop (upper right) 
and Shilah with upper elementary 
student (right)

 Chris with students on Earth Day
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Clear Spring Receives Grant Support for 
Outdoor Programs

 Recent grant awards to Clear Spring School are 
adding some exciting new components to their 
outdoor programs.  The Arkansas Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation grant award has helped 
the school with the solar equipment needed to 
run their recently donated Farm Bot.  This will 
be an integrated science and technology project 
where the students will learn about solar 
energy by creating the solar-powered irrigation 
system. This grant also provided tools, field 
guides, testing equipment and water collection 
systems to help the students learn about water 
and soil quality and conservation.  Both our bee 
and garden and outdoor science teachers are 
already using the new field guides, equipment and resources and cannot wait to get the Farm 
Bot up and running.  Clear Spring is also the proud recipient of the Bee Renewal Grant from 
the Whole Kids Foundation for the support of our schools’ bee mentor, Bethany Smith.  This 
grant provided Clear Spring with additional educational resources for our classrooms and some 
curriculum development support for our bee mentor.  Clear Spring has also been selected for the 
Whole Kids Foundation “Share Your Story” feature page which will highlight our bee program 

on their website.  “We are so proud of our bee program 
and excited to share our story with other schools and we 
hope that more schools begin to teach the importance of 
bees to the environment” said Jessica FitzPatrick, Head of 
School at Clear Spring.  

“We also received a Healthy Play grant from the Blue & 
You Foundation to purchase some new playground and 
activity 
equipment 
for its 
students, 
FitzPatrick 
said.  Clear 
Spring 
School is 
concerned 
with 
educating the whole child and this is just a component of 
our curriculum that teaches health & wellness.”  

Upper Elementary students working in the garden
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Clear Spring students playing with new playground games

Upper Elementary students working in the garden with bee 
mentor, Bethany Smith and teacher Ginny Garber
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Reflections on 2020-21 from Development Office 
by Dawn Ward

Normally this article is about the Clear 
Spring Fling and the pages are splashed 
with happy smiling faces enjoying our 
very popular auction event.  So, in a year 
in which we had no live events I decided 
to share some of the great things that did 
happen in spite of the pandemic. Reflecting 
on the past year, the disruption to nearly 
everything about running a school was a 
daunting challenge.  Jessica’s point in her 
article about the pandemic providing an 

unique opportunity for reflection and change turned out to be true not only for the school but 
for its fundraising efforts as well.  Our fundraisers are typically live events with large crowds, 
great food and lots of socialization.  So how were we going to meet our goals this year?  What 
could the Development Office do 
differently that would help us reach 
our goals in an isolated setting?  
The answer is we tried new things 
such as moving our auction and 
scholarship fundraisers online. This 
also provided a great opportunity 
for me to create a new website, write 
more grants and newspaper articles 
to support and promote the school.  

I can’t thank the board, staff, 
teachers, parents and all of the 
amazing sponsors and donors 
enough for their generosity in this 
difficult time and it just reminds me 
of how special Clear Spring School 
is and of how much we are loved.

Join us during the month of June 
to celebrate the many wonderful 
things about Clear Spring, we 
would love seeing all of you.  We 
have a fundraiser for the bike club 
on Thursdays (see right) for details.  We will also have a Festival for students, parents, teachers, 
staff and board members that highlights our programming on June 30th and an online auction 
featuring student art works and a few surprises.  For more information on the upcoming events 
check out our new website  https://www.clearspringschool.org

 Clear Spring School's new website
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Tax Deductible Donation Form
Clear Spring School is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  We rely upon the financial support of individual 
and corporate contributions in order to continue providing the quality education we have been known 
for since 1974.  If you or someone you know is interested in contributing to Clear Spring School, 
please complete the form or call us at (479) 253-7888.                     
Tax Donation Letters are available. 
Give online at www.clearspringschool.org/giving
Name_______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
Phone(s)  ____________________________________ 
Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed $                 towards:

o Phyllis Poe Hands-On Learning Center

o Adopt Excellence (Scholarship Program)

o Annual Fund

o Wisdom of the Hands     

o Other  ______________________

NONPROFIT
Organization
US POSTAGE PAID
Eureka Springs, AR

Permit No. 10

P.O. Box 511 
374 Dairy Hollow Road
Eureka Springs, AR  72632
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Thank you for your generous gift!


